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THE CARL L. BECKER 
MEMORIAL LECTURES IN HISTORY 
Eighth Annual Lecture 
Requiem for Populism 
in Latin America 
to be delivered by 
Paul W. Drake 
Director, 
Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
University of Illinois 
Wednesday, September 16, 1981 
8 p.m. 
Lantz Auditorium, Science Building 
Presiding Professor: 
Robert D. Talbott 
Sponsored by 
The Historical Association, Phi Alpha Theta and the Department of History, 
University of Northern Iowa 
The Lecturer 
Paul W. Drake is an associate professor of history at the University of Illinois, 
and director of its Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies. He was 
born in Northfield, Minnesota in 1944, and received a B.A. degree summa cum 
laude in international relations from Miami University in 1966. He received a 
Ph.D. degree from Stanford University in 1971, following which he joined the 
history faculty at the University of Illinois. In 1978, he served as a visiting 
research professor at the Universidad de los Andes in Bogota, Colombia. 
Dr. Drake is one of the most renowned scholars of Latin American history 
working today. He has served on the Teaching Materials Committee of the 
Conference on Latin American History of the American Historical Association, 
the Conference Prize Committee of the same organization, and the Regional 
Fulbright Conference Planning Committee. His field research experiences 
include extensive travels in Chile, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia during 
the past decade. He has directed the Center for Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies since 1979. 
Dr. Drake's first book, Socialism and Populism in Chile, 1932-1952, won 
the coveted Bolton Prize of the Conference on Latin American History of the 
American Historical Association as the best book published on Latin American 
history in 1978. He is presently completing a manuscript entitled The Money 
Doctor in the Andes: a.S. Expansion in Latin America from World War I to the 
Great Depression. Dr. Drake has also authored a number of articles and 
reviews, and contributed the chapter on Chile to the Cambridge History of 
Latin America. 
CARL L. BECKER 
1873-1945 
The Historical Association, Phi Alpha Theta and the Department of History of the 
University of Northern Iowa welcome you to the Eighth Annual Carl L. Becker Memorial 
Lecture in History. The Lecture has been named in honor of a man who is perhaps the 
most distinguished scholar and teacher to emerge from the state of Iowa. 
Becker was born in 1873 on a farm near Reinbeck. His family moved to Waterloo 
where he lived until 1892 when he entered Cornell College at Mount Vernon, Iowa. He 
transferred to Wisconsin where he eventually received his Ph.D. in 1907. From 1902-
1941 he taught at various universities in the Midwest and East, the last being Cornell 
University in New York. 
It was as a progressive thinker that Becker became an internationally recognized 
figure and helped to usher in the golden age of history writing that marked the first half 
of the 20th Century. He believed that the historian writes in the present, always with one 
eye on the past and the other on the future. Hence, history can be used to improve 
human relations. This type of historical thinking provided history with a purpose and 
was responsible for the still popular idea that the historian , armed with his knowledge of 
the past, can better respond to the problems of the present 
One of Becker's major concerns was whether man could control the weapons of 
mechanical power so as to ensure he would not become their slave and in the end 
destroy himself. His power of perception can be most appreciated when one realizes 
Becker expressed these thoughts in the decade before the atom bomb was dropped 
over Hiroshima. Finally, his works dealing with academic freedom and responsibility 
are enough to make him long remembered in scholarly circles. 
There is an exhibition of Carl Becker's works on display on the first floor of Sabin Hall. 
STATE OF IOWA 
EXECUTNE DEPARTMENT 
In the Name and by the Authority of The State of Iowa 
DAY OF RECOGNITION 
WHEREAS, native Iowan Carl Becker's forty-five years of scholarly leadership should 
be recognized; and 
WHEREAS, Carl Becker made significant contributions to historical knowledge and 
historiography; and 
WHEREAS, Carl Becker was sensitive to the need for people living in a democracy to 
concern themselves with their responsibilities as well as their rights; and 
WHEREAS, we seek to honor this courageous defense of academic freedom and 
responsibility and his devotion to the truth and humane dealing among 
men; and 
WHEREAS, on September 19 the Carl L Becker Memorial Lecture by the University 
of Northern Iowa Historical Association, Phi Alpha Theta, and the De-
partment of History will be inaugurated in honor of this great teacher and 
scholar: 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert D. Ray, Governor of the State of Iowa, do here-
by designate September 19, 197 4, as 
Carl L. Becker Recognition Day 
and call upon our Iowa citizens to honor the memory of this great Iowan. 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the 
Great Seal of the State of Iowa to be affixed. Done at Des Moines this 17th 
day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
seventy-four. 
Robert D. Ray 
(signed) 
GOVERNOR 
September 16* 
October 7 
October 28 
November 18 
December 9 
January 20 
February 10 
.March 3 
April 7 
.May 5 
Previous Becker Lecturers 
Michael G. Kammen, 1974-75 
R. Don Higginbotham, 1975-76 
Jack Greene, 1976-77 
Otto Pflanze, 1977-78 
William Appleman Williams, 1978-79 
Eric Foner, 1979-80 
Chester G. Starr, 1980-81 
Lecture Series: 1981-82 
Embassy Room, 
Maucker University Union, 
8 p.m. 
Carl L. Becker .Memorial Lecture - Paul W. Drake, University of 
Illinois: Requiem for Populism in Latin America 
Donald Shepardson, UNI Department of History: The Origins of 
the Cold War, 1917-1922 
Gerald Lalonde, Grinnell College: The Athenian Agora: .Monu-
ments and .Machinery of Early Democracy (illustrated with slides) 
Thomas W. Hill, UNI Department of Sociology, Anthropology and 
Social Work: Alcohol Use, Disease and the Peyote Religion 
Among the Nebraska Winnebago 
A. Theodore Kachel, UNI Department of Philosophy and Religion: 
Jesus and History: .Mark's Drama 
George Poage, UNI Department of History: The United Nations: 
An Illusion of Peace 
Jeffrey P. Brown, UNI Department of History: A Young Citizen 
Looks at the World: Alexander Hamilton's Views on Foreign 
Policy During the 1780s 
Ellis W. Hawley, University of Iowa: New Views of the 1920s 
Richard G. Cole, Luther College: The Social Implications of the 
Lutheran Reformation 
Robert Gish, UNI Department of English Language and Literature: 
Calliope and Clio on the Rio Grande: Geography as Literature and 
History 
*Lantz Auditorium, Science Building 
